"VERY ROYALLY BURIED"
continue her aid to the Northern Provinces,   Now there remained no doubt but
that she must.   The question was, to what extent? And how soon?1
Twenty-five thousand crowns was to have been the murderer's reward. But he
did not live to claim it. Though he evaded some of the Guard, " the second watch
Guard " captured him outside.
He alleged himself to have acted under orders of the Prince of Parma.3
Soldiers do not often descend to such methods. Yet the Prince's letters to the
Municipalities of Antwerp, Brussels and the other cities under his rule, show no
horror at the crime, but hope " God " will use the death of the Prince of Orange
as a means to restore the country to its " ancient brightness and felicity." His
Excellency's rendering of the career of his murdered adversary is that " covetousness
and ambition " had been his ruling passions.3 This was the same accusation that
the Prince of Orange had repudiated in I568.4
Reiterating to the Burgomasters an assurance of King Philip's "natural
clemency," Alexander of Parma declared that His Majesty in his " royal courtesy
and gentleness" relied on their zeal in the present crisis. To read his letters we
might suppose Prince William had died peacefully in bed, in order that destiny
might remove an " intolerable yoke " which the House of Orange endeavoured to
impose upon an unwilling people. The Lieutenant-Governor used the language
of a diplomatist rather than of a soldier. In his position he was expected to be both.
After the earlier attempt to assassinate William of Orange, he had, as we
have seen, expressed a wish that even though his officers judged the offenders
worthy of death, it should be speedy and without torture: and mis in spite of the
torments he was himself suffering from his wound. But in 1584 the indignation
of the people was such that the sentence included four successive days of mutilation,
and other horrible punishments. The murderer gloried in his deed; and although
instead of winning 25,000 crowns as the price or blood, the most hideous tortures
were inflicted upon him, he declared himself satisfied to have done his appointed
work. As he had no pity for the widow and children of that Prince to whom he
had feigned devotion deliberately to deceive and entrap him, and as he morally
felt no shame over his own treacherous methods, so did he appear physically callous
under the dreadful form of retribution he incurred.5
" Upon the i6th day of July " the body of the Prince of Orange was " very
royally buried " in " the new Cnurch of Delft.... First the Burguers of Delft,
armed, went before; next them the trumpets; and after them followed eight horse
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